The Stone gate

Long long ago, a terrible fire broke out in the city of Zagreb. This was very dangerous because all the houses were made of wood and many had a staw roof. The fire spread very quickly and everyone was afraid!

A young girl named Manda lived in the city of Zagreb at that time. She had long brown hair and blue eyes. She was very beautiful and she was also very kind. Manda had a special painting of Our Lady and she would pray in front of it every day. 

Manda was afraid of fires and she was afraid that her painting would be burned, so she quickly took it to her godmother where it would be safe. Her godmother lived close to one of the four stone gates of the city. The fire spread very quickly and it destroyed all the houses!

After the fire, the people were still very afraid, but they searched the ashes for anything that wasn't burned. The people didn't find much. Suddenly someone yelled, ''It's a miracle! It's a miracle! This painting of Our Lady is not burned! The fire has destroyed everthing except for this painting!'' Manda picked up the painting and leaned it against the stone wall of the old tower. 

Today you can still see it there, hanging in the Stone Gate. Many people come to pray and bring flowers to Our Lady of the Stone Gate. She has become the protector of the City of Zagreb.

